
W ith a turbulent recent 
history of civil war, US 
bombings, Red Khmer 
dictatorship and Viet-

namese occupation, Cambodia was vir-
tually inaccessible to Western tourists 
and researchers for over 25 years. In the 
late 1990s, when the political situation 
eased , things changed. Even though the 
country still suffered from corruption, 
mismanagement and occasional violence, 
the borders opened up and foreigners 

were allowed to travel around freely. Now 
most of the country has been de-mined 
(which does not mean there are no longer 
any mine), most of the countryside finally 
became accessible. As a former French 
colony some important bird research was 
done in the past, but it was not until 
recently that the major importance of 
the Cambodian avifauna became appar-
ent. The bird life is a mixture of eastern 
Thailand and Vietnam, plus several spe-
cies that have become almost extinct in 

other parts of Southeast Asia – or even 
the world, plus a few (near) endemics. 
Several globally threatened species oc-
cur, including four considered critically 
endangered and four classified as endan-
gered. Cambodia is of significant impor-
tance for the worldwide survival of these 
species. With some effort and good plan-
ning, most target birds can be seen in a 
2-3 week trip. My travel companions Rob 
ter Ellen, Jacques Ruinaard and I visited 
the country in March 2005. We did not 

Beautiful Painted Stork Mycteria leucocephala is quite numerous in Cambodia. © Ray Tipper, Bundala, Sri Lanka, January 1995.
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visit all the places mentioned in this ar-
ticle ourselves due to weather conditions 
and logistic difficulties. Furthermore I 
only found out recently that it was pos-
sible to visit the Cardamon Mountains. 
As not many birders have been to Cam-
bodia, we could not foresee most – if not 
all – of these difficulties, due to a lack of 
information. It only makes the feeling I 
had when I left the country stronger: get 
back as soon as possible. The specialties 
and many other excellent birds provide 
very good birding opportunities, so in 
my opinion this country should be on the 
itinerary of any ornithologist interested 
in Southeast Asian avifauna.

Conservation
In recent years, the Royal Government 
of Cambodia has created several new Na-
tional Parks throughout the country. As 
a result the level of protection of several 
areas has risen in theory at least. However, 
natural habitat is under severe pressure. 
Legal and illegal logging, burning forests 
for agricultural purposes and poaching 
are very serious problems. Several NGOs 
are working hard to protect important 
natural areas, including the New York 
based Wildlife Conservation Society 
(WCS). WCS co-operates with govern-
ment organisations and tries to get local 
people involved through education and 
financial benefits to prevent poaching and 
burning or logging the forests. OSMO-
SE, financially supported by WCS, fol-

lows a similar strategy for the important 
waterbird colonies at the Biosphere Re-
serve Prek Toal. The International Crane 
Foundation manages the Ang Traepaeng 
Thmor Sarus Crane reserve and Fauna 
and Flora International are working at 
the Important Bird Areas (IBA’s) in the 
Cardamon Mountains. Since 2001, The 
Mekong River Dolphin Conservation 
Project (MRDCP), a collaboration be-
tween the James Cook University, Aus-
tralia and the Cambodian Department 
of Fisheries, work on better protection of 

Irrawady Dolphins Orcaella brevirostris 
along the Mekong River. Far more infor-
mation about the conservation efforts of 
these organisations can be found at their 
websites (see addresses below).

Logistics
Until very recently it was very difficult 
to arrange the logistics for a successful 
trip. In order to see several goodies a 
four-wheel drive with a driver and local 
guide are necessary in most areas. WCS 

Appendix 2 Data Deficient (near) Endemics
Data Deficient
White-tailed Robin Myiomela leucura cambodiana (endemic ssp. that might deserve 
full species treatment)
Cambodian Laughingthrush Garrulax ferrarius (endemic; split off from Black-
hooded Laughingthrush G. lugubris (Round and Robson, 2001))
Blue-winged Minla Minla cyanouroptera rufodorsalis (endemic ssp. that might 
deserve full species treatment (Eames, Steinheimer & Bansok, 2002))
Mekong Wagtail Montacilla samveasnae (near endemic, probably near threatened)

Appendix 1 Globally Threatened Birds
Critically Endangered
Slender-billed Vulture Gyps tenuirostris (split off from Long-billed Vulture G. indicus)
White-rumped Vulture Gyps bengalensis
Giant Ibis Pseudibis gigantea
White-shouldered Ibis Pseudibis davisoni
Endangered
Chestnut-headed Partridge Arborophila cambodiana (endemic; two subspecies occur: 
cambodiana and chandamonyi)
Orange-necked Partridge Arborophila davidi
White-winged Duck Sarkidiornis melanotos
Bengal Florican Eupodotis bengalensis blandini
Nordman’s Greenshank Tringa guttifer
Greater Adjutant Leptoptilos dubius
Vulnerable
Green Peafowl  Pavo muticus imperator
Pale-capped Pigeon Columba punicea 
Sarus Crane Grus antigone sharpii 
Masked Finfoot Heliopais personata
Greater Spotted Eagle Aquila clanga
Spot-billed Pelican Pelecanus philippensis
Lesser Adjutant Leptoptilos javanicus
Milky Stork Mycteria cinerea
Silver Oriole Oriolus mellianus
Manchurian Reed Warbler Acrocephalus tangorum

Systematic list of Globally Threatened species and (near) endemics. The classification 
is based on BirdLife International (2000). The recently described Mekong Wagtail 
Motacilla samveasnae (probably near threatened, Duckworth et al., 2001) and po-
tential and recent split offs (see appendix) are considered data deficient. Due to the 
limited range of these birds  and the pressure on their habitat, there is a fair chance 
that at least some are globally threatened. An exception is  Slender-billed Vulture 
Gyps tenuirostris, a split off from Long-billed Vulture G. indicus: Long-billed Vulture was 
already considered critically endangered, including the former ssp. G. i. tenuirostris.

Map of Cambodia.
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co-operates with Monsoon Travel Agency 
(see address below). During our trip eve-
rything was perfectly arranged by both 
organisations.

For a visit to the Cardamon Mountains 
contact Flora and Fauna International 
(see addresses below), for Prekt Toal con-
tact OSMOSE.

Timing
I visited the country for a week and a half 
in mid March, but this appeared to be too 
late in the dry season and it was too short 
to see all the specialties. At the end of the 
dry season drought can cause problems at 
Prek Toal. The park might become inac-
cessible, as the water level may be too low 
to enter by boat. Also at this time of year 
it iss no use having the vulture restaurant 
set up for you in Northern Cambodia, as 
other food sources are widely available for 
the birds. Therefore a visit in mid or the 
end of February is recommended. Visits 
in the rainy season are not recommended 
as roads in the north become impassible 
and due to flooding, the Kompong Thom 
area will not produce the key species. 

Birding spots
Through the efforts of conservation or-
ganisations and recently appointed new 
National Parks, good birds undeniably 
will be found throughout the country at 

Black-headed Ibis Threskiornis melanocephalus is one of the Near Threatened species 
in Cambodia. © Ray Tipper, Ruhunu, Sri Lanka, March 1993.

In Kompong Thom there is an excellent opportunity to study the identification of Greater Spotted Eagle Aquila clanga. © Ray 
Tipper, Sunub, Oman, 14 November 2003.

2�	 Alula	1-2006

alula1-2006.indd   28 15.2.2006   23:37:13



other places in future. As a result, this 
overview is definitely not the final guide 
as to where to watch birds in Cambodia. 
However a visit to several areas mentioned 
below can produce all currently known 
Cambodian specialties. The places I did 
not visit myself are marked with an aster-
isk*. All areas mentioned are Important 
Bird Areas (IBA’s).

Western Cambodia
1. Prek Toal*
Prek Toal is a Biosphere Reserve at the 
northwestern border of Tonle Sap, the 
largest freshwater floodplain lake in the 
world. Tonle Sap increases and decreases 
in size annually from 3,000 sq. km at the 
peak of the dry season in May to 12,000 
sq. km in the wet season in October, and 
varying in depth from 1m to 14m over 
the same period (WCS website). It is of  
major global importance for breeding 
waterbirds, including several threatened 
ones. In fact, it holds the largest water-
bird breeding colonies in Southeast Asia. 
Siem Reap, the second city of the country, 
is close by and offers all tourist facilities 
needed. The famous, truly majestic tem-
ples of Angkor Wat are at the edge of 
the city and deserve at least a full day 
visit. Painted Storks Mycteria leucocephala 
(near threatened) and Asian Openbills 
Anastomus oscitans are very common in 
the reserve, as are Lesser Adjutants and 
Spot-billed Pelicans. Oriental Darter An-

hinga m. melanogaster (near threatened) is 
present in good numbers. All these birds 
can be seen from the floating village at 
the park entrance. A speedboat is needed 
to get to the village and enter the flooded 
forest. OSMOSE and WCS protect the 
area, for example, from egg and chick 
collection, and  survey the breeding birds. 
To see the star birds of the area, Greater 
Adjutant (the only other reliable spot 
in the world being Assam, India) and 
Milky Stork (just a few pairs; West Ma-
laysia and especially Sumatra are the spe-
cies’ strongholds), go to the observation 
tower overlooking the breeding colonies. 

Prek Toal is probably the only place in 
the world where Milky Stork breeds in 
fresh water. The number of Greater Ad-
jutants in Cambodia is estimated to be 
at least 75 pairs: 50 here and 25 in Preah 
Vihear (Tom Clements pers. comm.). 
The world population is 700-800 pairs 
and declining (BirdLife International, 
2000). Many other interesting, water-re-
lated birds occur here as well, including 
Grey-headed Fish-eagle Ichthyophaga ich-
thyaetus (near threatened), Black-headed 
Ibis Threskiornis melanocephalus (near 
threatened), cormorants, egrets, herons 
and bitterns. Masked Finfoot has been 
reported: there is even a sighting of a bird 
with chicks. However, no reliable spots 
are known so far. A full day should be 
enough to see all Prek Toal’s specialties, 
though Milky Stork can be tricky. Choose 
OSMOSE to arrange a daytrip for you, 
as all ‘profit’ made goes directly to con-
servation. We arranged everything for a 
visit, but our trip was cancelled just before 
departure: at the end of the dry season the 
water level got so low that boats could not 
enter the forest. We took our chances and 
birded along the Tonle Sap shore. We saw 
the same birds as the ones that can be seen 
around the floating village, albeit in very 
low numbers and as expected the two real 
specialties were not seen. Planning your 
trip earlier in the dry season is strongly 
recommended.

2. Ang Traepeang Thmor
This artificial, 70 sq. km inland wetland 
was originally created as a reservoir by 

Elegant Pheasant-tailed Jacana Hydrophasianus chirurgus is a common sight in most 
wetlands in Cambodia. © Ray Tipper, Kataragama, Sri Lanka, 14 May 1995.

Fishermen in the grasslands of Kompong Thom, which is excellent habitat for Bengal 
Florican. © Vincent van der Spek, Cambodia, 28 March 2005.
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the Khmer Rouge regime in the mid 
seventies. In the meantime it has been 
established as a reserve for wintering Sarus 
Cranes, managed by the International 
Crane Foundation. In the dry season 

(December – May) an estimated 40 % of 
the endangered population of the Eastern 
Sarus Crane ssp. sharpii comes to roost 
here, with peak numbers in March. From 
June – November no cranes are present. 

They probably breed in Rattanakiri, but 
this is based on a lack of alternatives 
rather than on actual proof. The peak 
counts in 2004 and 2005 were 365 and 
334 respectively (Wayne McCallum pers. 
comm.). The wetland is surrounded by 
agricultural land, where the cranes often 
forage. We visited the area on 23 March 
2005 and counted 165 birds. Other birds 
in the  farmland include three species of 
buttonquail, Bengal Florican (difficult to 
find) and Australasian Bushlark Mirafra 
javanica williamsoni. Raptors are abun-
dant and include good numbers of both 
Pied Circus melanoleucos and Eastern 
Marsh Harrier C. spilonotus, Brahminy 
Haliastur i. indus, Black Milvus migrans 
govinda and Black-winged Kite Elanus 
caeruleus vociferus and, in lower numbers, 
Rufous-winged Buzzard Butastur liventer, 
Osprey Pandion haliaetus haliaetus and 
Black Baza Aviceda leuphotes. We even saw 
a dark morph Booted Eagle Hieraaetus 
pennatus, as far as I know the second re-
port ever for the country. The marsh has 
enough birds to keep you busy for a day: 

Great Thick-knee Esacus recurvirostris is usually a much easier species to find than Eurasian Thick-knee. © Ray Tipper, Bundala, 
Sri Lanka, 14 January 1995.

If you are lucky you can even find the endangered Nordman’s Greenshank Tringa 
guttifer in Cambodia. © Ray Tipper, Mai Po, Hong Kong, 1 May 1988.
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good numbers of Cotton Pygmy Geese 
Nettapus coromandelianus (80 counted by 
us), Bronze-winged Metopidius indicus and 
Pheasant-tailed Jacana’s Hydrophasanius 
chirugus, White-browed Porzana cinerea 
and Ruddy-breasted Crake P. f. fusca, 
hundreds of Purple Gallinules Porphyrio 
(porphyrio) viridis (we counted 1,800), 
high numbers of Purple Heron Ardea 
purpurea malinensis (120 counted), several 
Oriental Darters and many Plain-backed 
Sparrows Parus flaveolus (regional ende-
mic), to name just a few. The area regularly 
supports over 1% of the Asian populations 
of Lesser Whistling-duck Dendrocygna 
javanica, Comb Duck Sarkidiornis m. 
melanotus (we counted 200; this bird is 
rare in Southeast Asia), Asian Openbill 
and Black-necked Stork Ephippiorhynchus 
a. asiaticus. A good number of waders were 
present when we were here, including a 
group of 600 Common Greenshanks 
Tringa nebularia and two Greater Painted 
Snipes Rostratula benghalensis benghalen-
sis. Very rare birds like Greater Adjutant 
and White-shouldered Ibis have been 
recorded in the past and late in the wet 
season Lesser Adjutants and Spot-billed 
Pelicans use the wetland to stage. It is 
possible to see the endangered Eld’s Deer 
Cervus eldi in the area. 

Ang Traepeang Thmor is situated close 
to Siem Reap. Both OSMOSE, WCS/
Monsoon and the Sam Veasna Centre (in 
Siem Reap) can arrange trips to the area 
for you. The ranger that took us into the 
area was still poorly trained during our 

visit and did not show us birds we did not 
find ourselves. A full day is enough to see 
most good birds at this locality.

Northern Cambodia

Preah Vihear, general

The landscape of this northern province 
is dominated by deciduous dipterocarp 
forest: open, dry forest that is often com-
pared to African savannah. Tropeangs (wa-
terholes) in the forest are foraging grounds 
for both White-shouldered and Giant 
Ibises. Late in the dry season the trope-
angs dry out and during the rainy season 
waterholes are numerous. Preah Vihear 
was a Khmer Rouge stronghold as recent 
as 1997, so it was not until 2000 that 
WCS made their first surveys here. Both 
ibises are the main reason birdwatchers 
come to the area, though several other rare 
species occur here as well: Green Peafowl 
is locally distributed, but not uncommon, 
Lesser Adjutant is relatively numerous and 
Sarus Crane is present in the wet season. 
Nowadays populations of White-shoul-
dered Ibises are only known from Kali-
mantan, Borneo, Indonesia (perhaps less 
than 50 birds) and Cambodia. The peak 
count of this species in Cambodia was 
20-30 individuals, at Siem Pang and the 
total population most probably exceeds 
50 birds, though how many there really 
are is unknown. There is no population 
estimation for Giant Ibis, though it is 
considered to be very rare (Tom Clements 
pers. comm.). It might still occur in Laos 

Attractive Little Pied Flycatcher Ficedula westermanni is a montane species found 
usually in forests above 800 m only in northernmost Cambodia. © Kjetil Schjolberg, 
Kaziranga, India, 11 December 2005.

Male Bengal Florican Eupodotis bengalensis blandini. © Vincent van der Spek & Rob 
ter Ellen, Kompong Thom, Cambodia, 27 March 2005.

Alula	1-2006	 �1

alula1-2006.indd   31 15.2.2006   23:37:19



and there is a recent report of two birds 
in Vietnam, but basically Cambodia is 
the only country in the world where this 
enigmatic species can be seen. Woodpeck-
ers are numerous and no less than 11 spe-
cies have been reported, including Great 
Slaty Mulleripicus pulverulentus harterti, 
White-bellied Dryocopus javensis feddeni 
and Black-headed Woodpecker Picus e. 
erythropygius. Small Minivets Pericrocotus 
cinnamomeus sacerdos and both Chestnut-
bellied Sitta castanea neglecta and Velvet-
fronted Nuthatch S. f. frontalis can be 
seen in feeding flocks. Many cuckoos 
occur, including Indian Cuculus m. mi-
cropterus, Oriental C. s. saturatus, Vio-
let Chrysococcyx xanthorhynchus, Banded 
Bay Cacomantis s. sonneratii, Plaintive C. 
merulinus querulous, Chestnut-winged 
Clamator coromandus and Large Hawk 
Cuckoo Hierococcyx s. sparverioides. Ru-
fous-winged Buzzard and Shikra Accipiter 
badius poliopsis are the commonest rap-
tors. Both Racket-tailed Crypsirina temia 
and Rufous Treepie C. vagabunda sakerat-
ensis occur in the forest. It is impossible 
to sum up all species, but four bee-eater 
species (including Blue-bearded Bee-eater 
Nyctyornis amictus) and three parakeets 
(including Alexandrine Parakeet Psit-
tacula eupatria siamensis, which is rare in 
Southeast Asia) cannot be unmentioned. 
All logistics for a visit can be arranged by 
WCS/Monsoon.

3. Preah Vihear, Tmatboey 
WCS recently discovered that both Giant 
and White-shouldered Ibises occur around 

this small village, situated just north of 
the provincial capitol of Tbeng Meanchy. 
Tmatboey is the only place in Cambodia 
where nests of White-shouldered Ibis have 
been found (Tom Clements pers. comm.) 
and in February 2005 an amazing seven 
Giant’s were seen together. Long walks 
in very high temperatures – sometimes 
exceeding 40 °C – for approximately two 
full days in a row are necessary to see 
both ibises. Birdwatchers are housed at 
different local families: in this way the 
whole village benefits financially from the 
presence of Cambodia’s star birds. Hope-
fully it will prevent forest burning and 

poaching. So far, the situation seems to 
have improved over the last year (local 
guide Mr. Hong, pers. comm.), though 
we saw some recently burnt forest during 
one of our walks. No running water is 
available in the village and light is lim-
ited as electricity comes from a generator. 
Sleeping is on the ground if you do not 
bring a mattress. We found out the hard 
way. Preah Vihear is definitely not for 
star hotel birders. Another specialty of 
this area is Pale-capped Pigeon, though 
it is not reliable. Woolly-necked Storks 
Ciconia episcopus and Lesser Adjutants 
also use the waterholes and the South-
east Asian endemic Indochinese Bushlark 
Mirafra erythrocephala is not hard to find. 
Furthermore the forest holds many of the 
species mentioned in the general Preah 
Vihear chapter.

4. Preah Vihear, Chhep*
Chhep used to be the stakeout for Giant 
Ibis before the populations of both Gi-
ant and White-shouldered were found 
together in Tmatboey. Giant Ibis is prob-
ably less scarce here than it is in Tmat-
boey. Chhep still has a small population 
of White-winged Ducks, but at the time 
of writing seeing this species took about 
four days. The logistics to see the duck 
are being set up in 2005, so from 2006 
onwards it should be possible to include 
this in your itinerary. 

4. Preah Vihear, Chepp, Vulture res-
taurant*

There is a small wintering population of Manchurian Reed Warblers Acrocephalus 
tangorum in Kompong Thom. © Ray Tipper, Mai Po, Hong Kong, 1 May 1988.

At the right altitudes and in the right habitat the endemic Chestnut-headed Partridge 
Arborophila cambodiana ssp. chandamonyi is common in Cardamom Mountains. © 
James Eaton/Asian Bird Tours, Cambodia, April 2005.
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Even though the populations of both 
Slender-billed and White-rumped Vul-
ture are declining rapidly worldwide, the 
numbers in Cambodia are fairly stable. 
A major advance is that the alleged cause 
of the decline of vulture numbers in In-
dia – the use of diclophynac in the cattle 
industry – is not a problem in Cambo-
dia. WCS can arrange a dead cow and a 
hide in order to attract these raptors, also 
attracting Red-headed Vultures Sarcog-
yps calvus (near threatened) and Golden 
Jackals Canis aureus. As we were in Preah 
Vihear at the end of the dry season, when 
there is plenty of dead cattle in the forest 
(died of thirst), arranging the restaurant 
was not recommended. A trip in – for 
instance – mid or end February should 
be successful.

5. Stung Treng*
This area close to the Laos border used to 
be the stakeout for White-shouldered Ibis 
before the spot at Tmatboey was discov-
ered. Interesting species that occur along 
the river include Greater Thick-knee Esa-
cus recurvirostris, River Lapwing Vanellus 
duvaucelii, Mekong Wagtail, River Tern 
Sterna aurantia and, albeit in low num-
bers, Irrawaddy Dolphin. The area is the 
only fairly reliable spot in the country for 
White-rumped Falcon Polihierax insignis 
(near threatened) and both Red-headed 
and White-rumped Vultures occur in low 
numbers. Finally, this IBA may be one of 
the last remaining sites in Indochina to 
support Black-bellied Tern Sterna acuti-
cauda (near threatened, due to declines 
probably updated to vulnerable in the 
future), although there have been few re-
cent records and no recent confirmation 
of breeding (WCS website). The stretch 

of the Mekong River from 5 km north of 
Stung Treng to the border with Laos has 
been designated a Ramsar site. 

Central Cambodia
6. Kompong Thom
The town of Kompong Thom, easily 
reached from both Phnom Penh and Siem 
Reap, is  at the edge of the floodplains of 
the Tonle Sap lake. All necessary facilities 
are available here. The area is of major 
importance for the beautiful Bengal Flori-
can.  Survey work in the area, conducted 
between 2002 and 2004, estimates the 
population within about 260 sq km of 
suitable grassland habitat at between 120 
and 250 birds, the largest single popula-

tion in the world (Davidson et al. 2005, 
in prep.). A rough estimation of the total 
Cambodian population is estimated to be 
over 1,000 birds, about half the size of the 
world population, which was estimated 
to be under 1.000 birds by BirdLife In-
ternational (2001). The newly discovered 
populations in Cambodia give some hope 
for future survival of the species, though 
it is declining rapidly within its range 
(India, Nepal, Cambodia and Vietnam). 
In Cambodia the Southeast Asian ssp. 
blandini – in my opinion a poorly defined 
taxon – is highly threatened, mainly due 
to habitat loss and hunting. Agricultural 
intensification is a big problem, in partic-
ular the replacement of traditional low in-
tensity land uses such as grazing and fish-
ing and wet season rice with low fertiliser 
inputs with irrigated dry season rice: a 
threat not only to the floricans, but also 
to other more common farmland birds 
like buttonquails, Blue-breasted Quails 
Coturnix c. chinensis, Pied and Eastern 
Marsh Harriers and the declining Red 
Avadavat Estrilda amandava punicea. In 
the late 1990s hunting was considered 
the major threat to the species’ survival, 
with anecdotal reports of over 600 birds 
annually passing through one market near 
Kompong Thom alone (Tom Gray pers. 
comm.). Educational efforts made by 
WCS reduced but have not halted hunt-
ing around Kompong Thom. Officially 
hunting floricans is banned under Cam-
bodian law, but it is hardly enforced. It is 

The best place to see Small Pratincole Glareola lactea in Cambodia is Kratie. © Ray 
Tipper, Bundala, Sri Lanka, 14 January 1995.

Landscape in Bokor National Park. © Lauri Mäenpää, Cambodia, 10 February 2003.
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difficult to find the spots for the birds on 
your own, so some assistance (arranged 
by Monsoon/WCS) is advised. In all we 
saw eight displaying floricans. If habitat 
loss and hunting continue at this pace, it 
is not unthinkable that the species will 
be hard to see within a few years and 
will even become extinct  relatively soon. 

But not only the floricans make this a 
must-see place: Greater Spotted Eagles fly 
around in small numbers, there is a win-
tering population of Manchurian Reed 
Warblers and migrants can be seen every-
where, with small flocks of the enigmatic 
Oriental Plover Charadrius veredus pos-
sible, ridiculous numbers of Bluethroats 

Luscinia s. svecica, good numbers of Yel-
low-breasted Buntings Emberiza aureola 
ornata and smaller numbers of Siberian 
Rubythroats L. calliope, Yellow-browed 
Phylloscopus inortatus, Dusky P. f. fuscatus, 
Rusty-rumped Locustella certhiola certhiola 
and Lanceolated Warblers L. lanceolata. A 
day and a half should be sufficient to see 
most specialties, though Oriental Plover 
can be hard. 

Southwestern Cambodia
7. Cardamom Mountains*
The mountains contain three distinct 
IBA’s within a Thai-Cambodian moun-
tain range that forms an Endemic Bird 
Area. 322 species have been recorded 
within the IBA’s. The Cardamoms com-
prise areas of lowland evergreen, semi-
evergreen and dry dicterocarp forest in 
the lower altitudes and hill evergreen 
forest at higher altitudes. In the lower 
levels, Great Hornbill Buceros bicornis 
(Near Threathened) and White-winged 
Duck occur and there are histori-
cal records of White-shouldered Ibis, 
though their current status is unknown. 
The landscape is dominated by several 
high peaks: Phnom (Mount) Samkos 

Giant Ibis Pseudibis gigantea. © James Eaton/Asian Bird Tours, Tmatboey, Preah Vihear, 
Cambodia, 26 March 2005.

Kratie, situated along the Mekong, has turned into a regular tourist stop-over. © Lauri Mäenpää, Cambodia, 30 January 2003.
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(1,717 m ), Phnom Khmaoch (1,496 
m), Phnom Tumpor (1,250 m) and 
Phnom Aural (at 1,771 m the high-
est mountain in the country). Lower 
and upper montane evergreen forest 
occurs at these higher altitudes. More 
than a million hectares are officially 
protected as the Central Cardamoms 
Protected Forest, the Phnom Samkos 
Wildlife Sanctuary and the Phnom Au-
ral Wildlife Sanctuary. Still, illegal log-
ging and poaching are serious threats in 
the more accessible parts of the moun-
tains. Samkos and Aural are the core 
areas for the specialties here. Fauna and 
Flora International (see address below) 
can arrange trips with local guides to 
the area. Bear in mind that facilities 
are very basic (tents; no electricity or 
running water) and that the exploring 
trips can be physically rough. If more 
birders were to visit the area in the fu-
ture, it will hopefully raise awareness in 
the local community and makes them 
realise that they can make money by 
preserving the wildlife and habitat in 
the long term rather than the short-
term profits of logging and hunting. 
At the right altitudes and in the right 
habitat the endemics Chestnut-headed 
Partridge ssp. chandamonyi (from 400 
m  and above) and Cambodian Laugh-
ingthrush (above 1,000 m ; there is a 
place to camp at 1,080 m ) are common 
(James Eaton, pers. comm.). Other good 
birds include the potentially split-off 
endemic ssp. of White-tailed Robin and 
Blue-winged Minla (both above 1,200 
m), the interesting ssp. of Silver Pheas-
ant Lophura nycthemera lewisi and the 
Southeast Asian endemic Coral-billed 
Ground Cuckoo Carpococcyx renauldi. 
Other interesting species that occur in 

the area include Green Peafowl (com-
mon), Siamese Fireback Lophura diardi 
(Southeast Asian endemic) and Green 
Cochoa Cochoa viridis. Silver Oriole has 
been recorded.  

8. Bokor National Park*
Bokor National Park is a place that oc-
casionally turns up in birdwatchers’ 
itineraries, mainly because of the occur-
rence of the endemic Chestnut-headed 
Partridge ssp. cambodiana.  It is a very 
popular destination for regular tourists 
however, mainly due to the presence of an 
abandoned French colonial hill station on 
the plateau. The atmosphere in the area 
is often characterised as eerie because of 
the ghost town. A large massif dominates 
the topography of this national park, with 
an extensive plateau at around 1,000 m. 
Semi-evergreen and evergreen forest 
above 400 m , which is thought to be the 
lower altitudinal limit of the partridge, 
dominate the area. The vegetation of the 
plateau is dominated by dwarf evergreen 
forest, with some small, cleared areas of 
grassland and small, artificial wetlands. 
There is a large river, the Teuk Chhou that 
reaches the sea at Kampot. Kampot is eas-
ily reached from Phnom Penh. Unlike in 
the Cardamoms, the partridge is not easy 
to find here. Try trails made by poachers 
on the hill or the trails on the plateau. 
Apart from a historical record of Silver 
Oriole from 1927 a recent observation 
was made in February 2004. Great Horn-
bill occurs on the hill and Blue Pitta Pitta 
cyanea is relatively common. Camping is 
possible on the plateau, but Kampot has 
all facilities you need. I think spending 
two days here will produce many interest-
ing forest birds, though the partridge is far 
from an easy tick. 

Eastern Cambodia

9. Southern Mondulkiri province*
The habitat of the protected Seima 
Biodiversity Conservation Area in the 
Mondulkiri province is mainly hilly 
(100-700 m), with lowland evergreen/
semi-evergreen forest in the more acces-
sible areas and extensive mixed deciduous 
and dry dipterocarp forest elsewhere in 
the reserve. Furthermore there are long 
stretches of intact riverine habitat and 
some marshes and pools. Recent surveys 
by WCS revealed the occurrence of the 
rare Orange-necked Partridge (first in 
2002; population size unknown), for-
merly considered to be endemic to three 
areas in southern Vietnam. With the 
partridge, Germain’s Peacock Pheasant 
Polyplectron germaini (abundant), Siamese 
Fireback, Red-vented Barbet Megalaima 
l. lagrandieri and Grey-faced Tit Babbler 
Macronous kelleyi, all Southeast Asian en-
demics, being present, it is considered 
an Endemic Bird Area. The area further-
more supports rare and/or sought-after 
species like Green Peafowl (common), 
White-winged Duck (current numbers 
unknown), Great Hornbill, Blue-rumped 
Pitta sorror (ssp. ?) and Bar-bellied Pitta 
P. elliotii and Indochinese Green Mag-
pie Cissa h. hypoleuca. Giant Ibis occurs 
in low numbers in the more inaccessible 
areas. All together the avifauna is rather 
similar to the famous Cat Tien NP in 
Vietnam. Seima is also a very good spot 
for mammals. Eight species of primate oc-
cur, including the threatened Douc Lan-
gur Pygathrix nemaeus nigripes. This ssp. 
– the Black-shanked Douc Langur – is 
endemic to eastern Cambodia and south-
ern Vietnam. Another interesting primate 
is the Yellow-cheeked Gibbon Hylobates 

It can take several days to see the endangered White-winged 
Duck Cairina scutulata. © Kjetil Schjolberg, Assam, India, 6 
December 2005.

The endemic Cambodian Laughingthrush Garrulax ferrarius. 
© James Eaton/Asian Bird Tours, Cardamom Mountains, Cam-
bodia, April 2005.
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gabriellae. No less than eight (8!) species 
of cat occur (including Indochinese Tiger 
Panthera tigris corbetti), possibly a world 
record for one site. Asian Elephants El-
ephas maximus roam around and the rare 
Eld’s Deer might still be present (Tom 
Evans pers. comm.). Phnom Nam Lyr in 
the northeast of Mondulkiri has higher 
elevation areas (up to 1,070 m) and has a 
more montane avifauna, which has some 
similarities with the Da Lat plateau in 
Vietnam, with birds like Black-throated 
Tit Aegithalos concinnus (ssp. ?) and White-
cheeked Laughingthrush Garrulax vassali 
(Southeast Asian endemic). Very little is 
known about this area, so surprises can 
be expected when more research is done. 
Currently it is difficult to visit Seima, as 
no facilities or local guides are available. 
Going there without assistance from WCS 
is not recommended. This area is for the 
more adventurous birder and small groups 
are welcomed to do exploratory visits at 
any time in co-operation with WCS. It 
will take to the end of 2006 at least before 
it will be relatively easy for birders to see 
the specialties. Those interested in some 
adventure and exploring can contact Tom 
Evans of  WCS (see address below).

10. Kratie
Kratie,  along the Mekong, has turned 
into a regular tourist stop-over, with its 
main attraction being the small – and 
declining – population of Irrawaddy Dol-
phins that swim around the river about 
10 km north of the village. As a result ho-
tels, restaurants and even Internet access 
are widely available. Trips to the dolphins 
are cheap and easy to arrange. This ceta-
cean  has saltwater, freshwater and both 
salt- and freshwater populations. Those 
in Kratie are non-migratory and there-
fore belong to a completely freshwater 
population.  The Cambodian popula-
tion is currently estimated at 80 indi-
viduals. About 16 occur around Kratie. 
As in all other areas where the species is 
studied, the numbers are declining (Na-
tional Audubon Society, 2002). MRDCP 
works hard on the conservation of these 
cetaceans. For example, they established 
the regulation of tourism and the ban-
ning of motorised traffic in dolphin ter-
ritory. A good bonus in this area is the 
recently described Mekong Wagtail. They 
occur in the same habitat as the dolphins. 
The wagtail was already known in the 
1970s, though it was not recognised as 

a separate species. In Lekagul & Round 
(1991) it was depicted as a White Wagtail 
M. alboides, ssp. alboides. When there 
was a good illustration of M. a. alboides 
was in Robson (2001), interest in the 
‘mystery wagtail’ began to increase and 
finally ended up in the description of the 
species in 2001. Although this virtually 
endemic species (it also occurs in south-
ern Laos and there is a recent report from 
Vietnam) is probably common along a 
long stretch of the Mekong River, Kratie 
offers relatively quick access, a good in-
frastructure in the village and, of course, 
dolphins. Other species that occur along 
the river include Spot-billed Duck Anas 
poecilorhyncha haringtoni, Oriental Dart-
er and Small Pratincole Glareola lactea. A 
walk along the big lake at the southeast-
ern part of the village should produce an-
other sought-after species: Asian Golden 
Weaver Ploceus hypoxanthus hymenaicus 
(near threatened). All the specialties can 
be seen within a day.

Addresses
OSMOSE (for Prek Toal), present 
contact: Nathalie Nivot-Goes, E-mail: 

Masked Finfoot Heliopais personata has been recorded in Prek Toal where the breeding has also been confirmed once. © Kjetil 
Schjolberg, Taman Negara, Malaysia, 24 March 2004.
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smose@online.com.kh, website: http://
www.osmosetonlesap.org

Wildlife Conservation Soci-
ety, present contact: Tom Cle-
ments, E-mail: tclements@wcs.org 
for Mondulkiri province contact Tom 
Evans: tevans@wcs.org, website: http://
www.wcs.org/international/Asia/Cam-
bodia

The Mekong River Dolphin Conser-
vation Project, website: http://www.me-
kongdolphin.org/

Fauna and Flora International (for Car-
damom Mountains), present contact: staff 
Cardamon Mountains Wildlife Sanctu-
aries Project, E-mail: cmws@everyday.
com.kh, website: http://www.fauna-flora.
org/asia_pacific/cardamom.html

International Crane Foundation (for 
Ang Traepeang Thmor), present contact: 
Wayne McCallum, E-mail: macwayne9@
online.com.kh, website: http://www.sav-
ingcranes.org/

Birdlife International has a useful 
website: http://www.birdlifeindochina.
org/iba_cambodia/indexE.htm
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Slaty-backed Forktail Enicurus schistaceus frequents forested streams and rivers. 
© Kjetil Schjolberg, Assam, India, 5 December 2005.
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